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Topical Study - Church in Philadelphia vs Laodicea: Lessons 
 

The letters to the churches of Philadelphia and Laodicea in the Book of Revelation (Revelation 3:7–22) 
present a sharp contrast between a faithful, commended church and a self-deceived, rebuked church. 

Lessons to learn as believers of this generation in our walk with God. 
 
 

1. Church of Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7–13) 
 

What Jesus knows about the church of Philadelphia 
 
• The Description of Christ: He is "holy and true," holding "the key of David". 

Q: In the context of this verse, what does Jesus mean by “little strength or power”? Does that 

represent condemnation or commendation? 

 
• Spiritual Condition: Possessed little physical strength, yet patiently kept Christ’s word and did not deny 
His name despite facing opposition. 

A little strength faithfully used means more than much strength flashily and fitfully used. 

 

Q: How do we finish our course with victory? (vv11-12) 

He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar: Overcomers were told that they would be as a pillar in the 

temple of My God. Pillars were pictures of strength, stability, and dignified beauty. 

 
• Rebuke: None. Philadelphia is one of only two churches in Revelation that receives no criticism or 
warning, only praise. 
 
 
• Promises & Rewards: An open door no one can shut, protection from the hour of trial, and being made 
a permanent pillar in the temple of God inscribed with divine names. 
 

A general exhortation to all who will hear. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (v13) 

We all want to hear the praise and encouragement Jesus gave to the church at Philadelphia. If we will 

be like this church, we must stay on their foundation, which was Jesus’ Name and Jesus’ word. We 

must also depend on their source of strength, which was Jesus, not themselves. 

 
 

2. Church of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14–22) 
 
• The Description of Christ: He is the "Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation." 
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• Spiritual Condition: Lukewarm—neither cold nor hot—boasting of wealth, self-sufficiency, and material 
success, while spiritually "wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked". 
 
Q: What did Jesus mean by “you are neither cold nor hot”. How can this appear in our personal spiritual 
lives? 
Q: “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing”. What lesson should 
we learn from this can of attitude and to avoid? 
 
• Rebuke: Severe rebuke. Christ warns that their complacency and lukewarm nature make Him want to 
spit (or vomit) them out of His mouth. 
 
• Call to Action & Promises: Urged to repent and buy true spiritual wealth ("gold refined in the fire"), 
righteousness ("white clothes"), and spiritual insight ("eye salve"). Christ offers fellowship (dining with 
them) and a place to sit with Him on His throne for those who conquer. 
 
Q: How Can We Avoid Becoming like the Laodicean Church? 

 
 
Overview & Comparison 
 
 

Feature Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7–13) Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:14–22) 

Identity of Christ 
"Holy and True," holding the "key of 
David" (absolute authority to open and 
shut) 

The "Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the ruler of God's creation" 

Spiritual State 
Faithful, enduring patiently despite having 
"little strength" 

"Lukewarm" (neither hot nor cold), self-
deceived, "wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, 
and naked" 

Commendation 
Kept His word, did not deny His name, 
endured hardship 

None. (Received no praise or positive 
assessment) 

Rebuke / Warning 
None. (Received zero criticism from 
Christ) 

Rebuked for pride and self-sufficiency ("I 
am rich... and do not need a thing") 

Command / 
Prescription 

Hold on to what you have so no one takes 
your crown 

Buy refined gold, white garments, and eye 
salve; repent and open the door 

Promise to 
Overcomers 

Made a permanent pillar in God's temple; 
inscribed with God's name and the New 
Jerusalem 

Granted the privilege of sitting with Christ 
on His throne 

 


